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Guideline Current Status Editions, Date

Acute Management of Severe TBI 
(Adults)

Updated 2016;
Monitoring Literature

4th Edition, 2017
3rd Edition, 2007

Management of Pediatric TBI (in 
hospital)

Update near 
completion, publication
2018

2nd Edition, 2012

Prehospital Management of TBI 
(All ages)

Update in progress,  
completion mid 2018

2nd Edition, 2007



Major Components of Guidelines

• Guidelines

– Literature Identification 

and Synthesis

– Evidence-based 

Recommendations

– Protocols/Algorithms

• Supplement where 

evidence is lacking

• Guideline on order of 

treatments  

• Components

– Structure and processes 

affect all components to some 

degree
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Scope, Topic 
Refinement  and 

Update

Literature Monitoring and 
Assessment

Evidence Synthesis

Developing and Revising 
Recommendations

Identification of 
Research Needs

Dissemination



Future Directions and Issues (my opinion)

• Trends in Evidence-based Medicine

– Current:  5 years or less in some fast changing fields

– Open access

– Expectation for translation to policy and tools

• Infrastructure needed for Living Guidelines and Living Systematic Reviews

– Documentation

– Standardization

– Transparency

– Interoperability of tools; ability to share and transfer data

• Obstacles 

– Funding models (one time vs. ongoing)

– Role of “volunteer” experts and managing burden

– Shortening timelines and need for faster results

– Publishing: procedures and formats
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Presenter:  Annette Totten  totten@ohsu.edu

https://braintrauma.org/

Final Comment/Charge:  We need to ask the right 

questions, use methods that get good answers, and 
present results in formats that are usable.


